The occurrence of Listeria species in milk and dairy products: a national survey in England and Wales.
A total of 4172 samples of milk, cheese and other dairy products were examined over a 1-year period for the presence of Listeria species. Strains of Listeria were found most frequently in soft, ripened cows milk cheese; 63 out of 769 (8.2%) samples contained Listeria monocytogenes, 25 samples contained species other than L. monocytogenes, and 18 samples contained both L. monocytogenes and other Listeria spp. Eleven samples of pasteurized cows milk (1.1%) from four dairies contained L. monocytogenes, and other Listeria spp. were isolated from a further five samples. Goats and ewes milk and their products, yogurt, cream and ice cream also occasionally contained Listeria spp. Levels of Listeria were usually low, but 20 samples of cheese contained more than 1000 cfu/g. Most strains of L. monocytogenes belonged to serotype 1/2 (58%) or serotype 4b (33%).